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Abstract 

The purpose of this paper is to propose a psychosociological approach to the configuration of 

human bonds, on the one hand, and a methodological reflection on the analysis, on the other. 

The bonds are analyzed in their less explicit side, in order to reveal those emotional and 

representational elements which tend to express themselves an unclear and obscure way. The 

empirical research material has been a set of jokes told in different focus groups, with 

participants located in similar social positions. We analysed the associative chains developed 

in group dynamics, presenting methodological schemes for each particular analysis. The 

ñlatent accountsò arising from the analysis of each discussion group exhibit significant 

differences which are expressive of link models specific to each social context. Additionally, 

the phenomenon of the joke is confirmed as a valuable tool for social research. 
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1. Introduction  

Our aim here is to analyse joke telling and examine the less obvious and explicit elements of 

social life that bind us to one another. Jokes have the virtue of both revealing and hiding what 

we cannot always speak of directly, despite it being what matters to us most. Laughing and 

making others laugh reveals or expresses a part of our being, whether we are the narrator or the 

listener, thereby creating a common space in which bonds are formed. This paper analyses 

human bonds by identifying associative chains between the jokes told in focus groups. 

Is the other in this bond an abstract other, or rather do human bonds tend to form with a 

concrete other characterised by the social position they occupy? Is free association a useful 

technique for analysing group bonding? 
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