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Abstract

Thisarticle examines howordanianpolitical humour has beestrategicallyemployedn social
media spacesincethe 2011 Arab uprisingst explores how rightving ideologies have given
rise to Jordanianpolitical humour, particularly of a populist natuti@ social medisspaces
bothto reflect and contest dominant political dynamics, social tensions, and public discourse in
postArab SpringJordan. While much of the existing literature on Jordarpatitical humour
has tended to oveemphasise the application of linguistic theories of hummuMikhail

B a k h theonedd$ carnival andcarnivalesquéhumour thisarticle offers a new perspective
by arguing thatlordanian political humoum social media spaces increasingly shaped by
right-wing populist themes and ideologies. These includegavirnment sentimentpstalgic
appeals, hypeloyalist expressions of Jordanian identity, amdsogynistic undertonethat
target the role and function of women in Jordanian sociltg findings reveal that Jordanian
political humourin social media spacdsas recently beeshaped by populist rhetoric thaften
engages with rightving ideologiesand, at times, with faright nationalistdiscourses
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1. Introduction

The Jordanian politicdandscape isnfluencedby a uniqueform of political syncretism that
combinesArab-Islamic values, strong nationalisamdtribal and familial affiliationsyith local
loyalties to the Hashemite regime (in power since 1921). In @aohtext, the traditional left
right political spectrunis difficult to definebecauseltevoting systemis still based on electoral
district boundaries rather théaking politicalpositions ofavouring political pares Politically
sensitive and contested terms, suchlaadeft, left-wing, centreleft, centreright, rightwing,
far-right, and popust, aremorerooted in Western political history and cultufdey typically
refer to welldefined political partieandideologiesthat shape mainstream politida/odak et

al.,, 2013; Kubik & Mole, 2025 Despite these contextual differences, the ideological
components of these terms, including authoritarianism, nationalism, social conservatism, and
exclusionary identity politics, can still resonate within the Jordanian-patitical landscape.






