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Abstract 

This article examines how Jordanian political humour has been strategically employed in social 

media spaces since the 2011 Arab uprisings. It explores how right-wing ideologies have given 

rise to Jordanian political humour, particularly of a populist nature in social media spaces, 

both to reflect and contest dominant political dynamics, social tensions, and public discourse in 

post-Arab Spring Jordan. While much of the existing literature on Jordanian political humour 

has tended to over-emphasise the application of linguistic theories of humour or Mikhail 

Bakhtinôs theories of carnival and carnivalesque humour, this article offers a new perspective 

by arguing that Jordanian political humour in social media spaces is increasingly shaped by 

right-wing populist themes and ideologies. These include anti-government sentiment, nostalgic 

appeals, hyper-loyalist expressions of Jordanian identity, and misogynistic undertones that 

target the role and function of women in Jordanian society. The findings reveal that Jordanian 

political humour in social media spaces has recently been shaped by populist rhetoric that often 

engages with right-wing ideologies and, at times, with far-right nationalist discourses. 
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1. Introduction  

The Jordanian political landscape is influenced by a unique form of political syncretism that 

combines Arab-Islamic values, strong nationalism, and tribal and familial affiliations, with local 

loyalties to the Hashemite regime (in power since 1921). In such a context, the traditional left-

right political spectrum is difficult to define because the voting system is still based on electoral 

district boundaries rather than taking political positions or favouring political parties. Politically 

sensitive and contested terms, such as far-left, left-wing, centre-left, centre-right, right-wing, 

far-right, and populist, are more rooted in Western political history and culture. They typically 

refer to well-defined political parties and ideologies that shape mainstream politics (Wodak et 

al., 2013; Kubik & Mole, 2025). Despite these contextual differences, the ideological 

components of these terms, including authoritarianism, nationalism, social conservatism, and 

exclusionary identity politics, can still resonate within the Jordanian socio-political landscape. 




